THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON
hours later. The raiders came in groups of nine,
arranged three by three, clike a sergeant's stripes/ each
group of nine bombers being interspersed by nine
Messerschmitt no's, with arrow heads of Messer-
schmitt iog5s above thems up to heights of 35,000
feet. There were Messerschmitts of many colours,
yellow-nosed, white, orange and red-nosed. The
Hurricanes and Spitfires took them all on, indiffer-
ently. They drove into the middle of the formations,
made them loosen up3, scattered them to the east
and to the south. The fighting was mainly at heights
between 15,000 and 30,000 feet. It took place in clear
sunshine, at least 4000 feet above the top of a thick
cloud layer. Manyof our squadrons had double-figure
'bags' on that day. They almost wearied of shooting
down Dorniers and Heinkels and Messerschmitts.
Mr. IngersolVs Sensational Story
That day, September 15, will be one 'marked
evermore with white5 in the annals of the Royal Air
Force. Never in the history of war has such a victory
been won in the air. The day has another signifi-
cance, however, if we are to accept the view put for-
ward by a well-known American commentator who
was in England at the time. cln the month of Sep-
tember, between Saturday, September 7, and Sun-
day, September 15, Hitler took London and didn't
know it.' So wrote Mr, Ralph Ingersoll, editor of an
American paper, in one of a series of articles which
were reproduced in a London newspaper.1 cGoring*s
1 The article here quoted will be found in the Daily Express,
November 25, 1940.
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